
THE PARISH OF KILLAHOLAHAN. 

SITUATION. This Pad.sh is bounded on the north by the Par
ish of Mahoonagh; on the east by the Parish ot Drumoullaheri on 
the south by the County of Cork and on the west by Killeed7 and 
Newmarket (Co. Cork). 

NAO. The name of this Parish is in Irish Cillee.oh O'Lia.th
ain, which signifies the Church of O'Liathians, a family name of 
great celebrity. It 1s probable that the name is compounded of 
0111, a Church; Ache, a field, and O'Liathain, the name of a fam
ily; ecclesia oampuli O'Lethanorum. 

Of the old Church of this Parish, which is situated in a 
valley in the Townland of Lack Lower having high hills to the 
east and west of it, the walls are nearly perfect. There is 
a breach of six feet in width on the north side wall near the 
west gable and another of seven feet on the same wall near the 
east gable. This Church is forty six and a half feet long by 
twenty five feet. The east gable contained three windows; of 
the miidle one, which is almost entirely covered with ivy, 
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the lower part only on the outside can be seen. It is formed ~1 
of out ljme stone. On eaoh side of this, at the distance of 
four feet from it, are the other two wir1dows, the upper parts 
of which on the outside and the entire length inside, are oon
cealed by a luxuriant growth of ivy. On the outside they app-
ear to have been ten feet high and are eight inches in width 
and formed of the same quality of stones with the WR.11s of the 
Church. On the south side wall, at the distance of seven feP.t 
from the east gable, there waR a window which is now disfig-
ured. There is a window on the west gable, but its dimensions 
are concealed by the iVJ which covers it. The doorway which 
is situated on this gable is six fPet nine inches high by two 
feet eleven inches and has a flat arch of thin Atones on the 
inside; on the outside it is round arched, five feet ten inches 
high by two feet four inches. It is formeo on both sides of 
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cut lime fftone and has a comparatively modern appearance. On 
the south side wall, twelve feet from the west gahle, there 
is a broken archway Which led to a lateral butlding running 52 
to the south. This bui ldi11g, which mef1sures fourtAen feet 
two inches by fi fteer1 feet four inches, had a window on the 
south end, but it is now disfigur·ed. The walls of this and 
the ma:ln building are about fourteen feet high, three and a 
half feet in thickness and built of small ~nd large mountain 
stonAS cemented with lime and sand mortar. There are two 
large Rsh-trees growing inside this Church and several in the 
grave yard, which is large, but not much in use at pressnt. 
The Churoh does not appear to be very old. 

In the Townland of Springfield (Gort na Tiobraid) and ad
joining the dwelling house of Lord Muskerry, ttere is an old 
square Castle, the walls of which are still perfect. It is 
four stories high and has one floor (the 2nd) arched. It 
measures thirty four feet by twenty one feet four inches, the 
walls being about forty five feet high, five feet in thick
ness and built of large and small stones. The windows are all 
square and formed of cut lime stone. This Castle belonged, it 
is said, to the Desmond family. This is the Gortnitubrid men- 53 
tioned in the account of "'.l'te Second Siege of Limerick" (1891) 
in Smith's Collections for Limerick (MSS. R.I.A. ):-

~The enemy had strong Castles, as Newcastle and Gortn1tub
ri.d in the west of this County (Limerick) which obstructed the 
communi cat L:·n from the camp into Kerry. From thence they fre
quently ravaged the country and burnt Ballingarry and Brury" eto. 

O'Sullivan Beare in his History of the Irish C;:1.tholics 
mentions this place, which he Latinizes "Ager Fontis". Tha 
passage in which this occtn·s is not among our Ex tracts, but 
should be inserted here. 

It is also mentioned by the Four Masters in their Annals 
at the year 1579; they call it Gort na Tiobrat, which is to 
this day the Irish name of Springfield. 

The antiquities of this Parish WArP- examined by Mr. A. 
Curry ani his notes put into the above form by Mr. O'Keeffe. 

J.O'D. 
Gort-na-Tiobrat Annals 4 Maaters. 

A.D. 1679. (See Limerick at this year, p.465, for the 
whole of this article). 

The Lord Chief Justice of Ireland, Sir William Drury, was 
at this time in Cork and with him were also the Earl of Kildare 
and Sir Nicholas Maulby. These (noblPmt:n) set out towards the 
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Co, of Id.rnsrick ancl }Ji tched their camp in the neighbo 1T;,i 1:od of 
Kilmalloek. Hither the Tiiarl of Desmonli came to meet "::;.3r:1 a.na_ 
endeavoured to impress it upon their minds that he ht~se 7 f had 
not partj_e:.raLell j_n the prcce,~ciings o:f .J1rn1es Mac-Maurice, and 
had not bE:~,r. instrumer:tal in c".rawing h:im into the country or 56 
in the crime::::: committecl by hi::.:: re1attv,~s and he deliv 1-recl up 
to the Chief Justice his only son and heir as a hostag~ to 
ensure his fi,1eli ty to thr-?. Crm.vn of I~nglrmd.. A rrorn:i ::;r, ;,·rn,s 
thereupor~ mul ~-~o -:~hP Earl that his territory shoulc". 1 '.;ot be 
plundered. in f,)_ture, but 2,l tho1.,1,gh this promise wc1s mHr1e, it 
was n,3ver o,rJ.hc;re:~ ":,o, for his people ,vere slain, his 1~··.. le 
destroyecl a~ii his ,::.c-rn ,.:rncl 3C'i:fices bun1ad.. The Chje" .T~rntice 
afterward::; r:Fc't out from the c.'Jmp of ri lmallock atten:l ,,~ l)y 
three or i'ov.r Cartains anci fcur hundred R'1glish a::1cl. It'i"~l1 
soldiers to search the woods of Coill-mor and try whether 
they coU1(7_ (U.s~ov,::or r:u1y of thr-dr enemies in the,m. 'Y ·y fnJl 66 
in with the young S()flS of the }~)ar}_ of Desmc,nc.l, vi:::., .Joh;l and 
James Oge a·':. G,Jrt-112,-''iobrat (Field of the Spri::"1g 1 r,:•·_c Spring
fielct) 2,:ns 1:~c~1':> a :':'u:r•iou~-, cmg·3gc·n1ccnt took place i.n VI}-11 0h the 
people of t~e Lord ChiAf Justico ~ere d.efeated and three of 
their Captajns slain, viz., Capt. Herbert, Capt. Eus~~cs and 
CP.pt. Spris, together with three hundred of their mQ~:. Many 
made their 1°sc,1.pe to the camr by flight. The Chief ,' 1st tee 
then removecL his ce:i.mr:, to Bel-Atha-na-nDei:::rn (now /•th::: aE.y) 
which is situate L1 ~he very centre of' Cliu-Ma.j_J-Mi•~-T1gha:ine 
and here he coEtracted a c1isc;.9_se ir:rhich snoseq_uently brought 67 
on his death. 
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